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421 Yoctangee Parkway 

Chillicothe, Ohio 45601-3597 

(740) 702-2287 

 

Department:  _______________English Language Arts_____________________________________________

  

Department Goal: 

READING:  Students shall attain at least 90% passage on Reading exams through increased vocabulary acquisition instruction 

and practice of evidentiary responses. 

 

WRITING:  Students shall attain at least 90% passage on Writing exams through increased focus on writing processes, 

strategies, and skills. 

 

Department Weakness(es):  Use data provided. 

READING: Acquisition of Vocabulary:  80% 

 

WRITING: Writing Applications:   76% 

  Writing Process:  80% 

 

(Although the writing process is technically proficient, it is a major element in successful writing 

application.  Therefore, we are listing it as an area where we need to work and grow.) 

 

Department Strengths:  Use data provided. 

READING:   Reading Process:   85% 

     Informational Text:  84% 

  Literary Text:  86% 

 

WRITING: Writing Conventions:  86% 

 

Data to Support Department Goal:  Use data provided. 

OGT Data, ACT Data, End of Course and Unit Summative Assessments 

 

Action Plan to reach Department Goal:  How will you achieve this department goal?  What will it look like in 

the classroom on a daily basis? 

READING:   

 Every Wednesday all members of the department will have a bell ringer consisting of a common reading 

passage and a set of multiple choice responses that will require that an answer be chosen and that evidence be 

provided to support the selected response.  Students will be provided the selection on Tuesday to prepare for 

the Wednesday bell ringer. 

 

WRITING: 

 Every Thursday all members of the department will have a bell ringer consisting of a common writing prompt 

and a task associated with the prompt.   

 

Assessing and Monitoring Department Goal:  How will you assess and monitor the likelihood of your 

department achieving the set department goal? 

 Formative and Summative assessments will assess ongoing practice of target skills in both reading and writing. 

 

 
Department Course Goals for Teacher Teams: 
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ELA I:  90% of the freshman class shall pass (thus achieving a “3” or better on) the ELA PARCC assessments through 

an intense focus on evidentiary responses and the writing process. 

 

ELA II: 90% of the sophomore class shall pass the Reading and Writing OGTs due to an increased focus of reading 

comprehension and writing process strategies.  
 
ELA III:  85 % of ELA III students shall achieve targeted growth, and 90% shall pass teacher created end of course 

assessments mirroring PARCC style assessments through an increased focus on evidentiary responses and use of 

rhetorical devices in the writing process. 

 

ELA IV:  Language Arts IV courses will see that 85% of students make targeted growth per unit and that 90% of 

students will pass the end of course exam to earn required graduation credit. 
  

HLA IV/AP:  Language Arts IV Honors and AP courses will see that 90% of students make targeted growth per unit 

and that 50% of students will earn a 3 or better on the AP Literature and Composition examination. 

 

Course Weakness(es):  Use data provided. 

ELA I:  

 Having no data to reference for the class of 2018, this course used information about PARCC provided by 

Mrs. Thornsberry. 

 

ELA II:   

 16.2% of the class of 2017 scored less than proficient on their eighth grade OAA Reading Assessment 
 

ELA III: 

 15% of the class of 2016 scored below proficient on their OGT Reading Assessment with 5% scoring limited. 

 15% of the class of 2016 scored below proficient on their OGT Writing Assessment with 7% scoring limited. 

 

ELA IV:   

 With limited current data available to reference, this course used information about PARCC and Advanced 

Placement assessments provided by Mrs. Thornsberry and the College Board. 

 

Course Strengths:  Use data provided. 

ELA I:  

 Having no data to reference for the class of 2018, this course used information about PARCC provided by 

Mrs. Thornsberry. 

 

ELA II:   

 83.79% of the class of 2017 scored proficient or better on their eighth grade OAA Reading Assessment 
 

ELA III:   

 85% of the class of 2016 scored proficient or better on their OGT Reading Assessment with 44% scoring 

accelerated and advanced. 

 85% of the class of 2016 scored proficient or better on their OGT Writing Assessment with 39% scoring 

accelerated and advanced. 

 

ELA IV:   

 With limited current data available to reference, this course used information about PARCC and Advanced 

Placement assessments provided by Mrs. Thornsberry and the College Board. 
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Data to Support Course Goals:  Use data provided. 

ELA I:  Having no data to reference for the class of 2018, this course used information about PARCC provided by 

Mrs. Thornsberry. 

 
ELA II:  Ohio Achievement Assessment – Reading completed by this class in the 2012 – 2013 academic year.  No 

writing data were available for the class of 2017. 

 

ELA III:  Spring, 2014 OGT Reading and Writing Assessment results. 

 

ELA IV:  With limited current data available to reference, this course used information about PARCC and Advanced 

Placement assessments provided by Mrs. Thornsberry and the College Board. 

 
Action Plan to reach Course Goals:  How will you achieve the individual course goals?  What will it look like in 

the classroom on a daily basis? 

ELA I 

 We will first review state-supplied PARCC practice assessments, rubrics, etc. to gain a better understanding of 

the tests that will be administered for the first time this year.  This will occur the week of October 6.  The 

reflections and dialogue that will occur as a result of this collaborative activity will aid us in constructing 

questions that closely mirror the rigor and type(s) of questions on the actual exams.  

 We will ask students to support answers with evidence on a weekly basis (they MUST provide evidence) 

either through a bell ringer, an in-class activity, or an exit slip.  For some weeks, this might simply overlap 

with the department-goal driven bell ringer activity; during other weeks, students may encounter evidentiary-

based questions on a more frequent basis.  

 We will explicitly teach the writing process, utilizing the entire gradual release method.   

o We will model the entire process. 

o We will engage in guided practice of the process. 

o Students will independently apply the process in both non-threatening (ungraded) and high-pressure 

situations (i.e., unit exams). 

o This instruction will occur extensively during the argumentative and expository writing units. 

o During ALL other units, process will be discussed prior to Task 2 of the Unit Exam, which is always 

an essay. 

 Prior to the PARCC testing windows, we will employ at least one PARCC practice test as a teaching device 

for students to discuss test-taking strategies and rationales for responses, subject students to rigorous tasks, etc. 

 We will monitor student progress toward the goal via formative and summative assessment results.  We are 

looking at achievement because monitoring growth includes far too many variables.  The underlying 

assumption is that, if 90% of our students pass each formative and/or summative, 90% of them should pass the 

PARCC assessment. 

ELA II 

• Comprehension of these processes will be accomplished through OGT Bell ringers, these will be  given 

throughout the week and parts of the OGT  practice  test given once a month. 

• We will ask students to support answers with evidence  on a weekly basis either through a bell ringer, an in-

class activity or an exit slip. 

• We will explicitly teach the writing process, utilizing the entire gradual release method. 

• We will model the entire process.  

• We will engage in guided practice of the process. 

• Students will independently apply the process in both ungraded and high- pressure situations. 

• During all units, process will be discussed prior to Task 2 of the Unit Exams. 

 
We will monitor student progress through Formative & Summative Assessment results.  
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ELA III 

 Students will complete a weekly bell ringer focus activity for reading and one for writing (common to the 

department) each week. 

 Teachers will explicitly teach argumentative writing through the study and analysis of informational texts, 

speeches, and historical documents guiding students through the writing process and the use of rhetorical 

devices.  

 Students will practice and utilize active reading strategies to improve comprehension, elicit higher-level 

thinking, and provide text-based evidence for their viewpoints, including but not limited to: summarizing, 

predicting, connecting and evaluating. 

 Teachers will explicitly teach through modeling, guided practice and independent practice the meanings and 

applications of these active reading skills. 

 

ELA IV 

 Students will complete a weekly bell ringer focus activity for reading and one for writing (common to the 

department) each week. 

 Teachers will explicitly teach through modeling, guided practice and independent practice, writing process 

skills including but not limited to: prewriting, generating ideas, organizing support, writing a strong thesis 

statement, and focusing on content appropriate to writing purpose and intended audience. 

 Students will practice and utilize active reading strategies to improve comprehension, elicit higher-level 

thinking, and provide text-based evidence for their viewpoints, including but not limited to: summarizing, 

predicting, connecting and evaluating. 

 Teachers will explicitly teach through modeling, guided practice and independent practice the meanings and 

applications of these active reading skills. 

 

HLA IV/AP   

 Students will complete a weekly bell ringer focus activity for reading and one for writing (common to the 

department) each week. 

 Teacher will explicitly teach through modeling, guided practice and independent practice, writing process 

skills including but not limited to: prewriting, generating ideas, organizing support, writing a strong thesis 

statement, and focusing on content appropriate to writing purpose and intended audience, with special 

emphasis on technical aspects of embedding citations from the text. 

 Students will practice and utilize active reading strategies to improve comprehension, elicit higher-level 

thinking, and provide text-based evidence for their viewpoints, including but not limited to: summarizing, 

predicting, connecting and evaluating. 

 Teacher will explicitly teach through modeling, guided practice and independent practice the meanings and 

applications of these active reading skills with special emphasis on close reading, annotation, and 

interpretation of various modalities of text. 

 

Assessing and Monitoring Course Goals:  How will you assess and monitor the likelihood of your teacher teams 

achieving the set course goals? 

ELA I:  Formative and Summative assessments will assess ongoing practice of target skills in both reading and 

writing as well as provide ongoing evidence of student growth and achievement. 

 

ELA II:  Formative and Summative assessments will assess ongoing practice of target skills in both reading and 

writing as well as provide ongoing evidence of student growth and achievement. 

 

ELA III:  Formative and Summative assessments will assess ongoing practice of target skills in both reading and 

writing as well as provide ongoing evidence of student growth and achievement. 

 

ELA IV:  Formative and Summative assessments will assess ongoing practice of target skills in both reading and 

writing as well as provide ongoing evidence of student growth and achievement. 


